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. After 21 yearsina
*harn, the oldest

E -Type in existence
{!s ahouttobe

i restored. During the
sriext 11 months, its
“owner, Philip Porter,
will reporton
rprogress. ..

" HE E-TYPE Jaguar that

origiral E-ype —is
about to emerge from a
16th-century

restored. Knawn universally by
sts distinctive 600 P

had several exciting
© The Eype is 2 ma
«till thrille. Rut back in dour 1961
Iruly was a phennmencn, with
n impact that is almaost
mpossibie to comprehend nov,

Farly examples were literally
« malilbed,

Matorists pulled in front of E-

* 1ype drivers to stop them for a
hat and a closer look. The police
! i the same, One awner parked

+ snich a erowd avound it that he

! Dad to postpone his journey

| Tame and go for a drink
instead..,

] Des

ded directly from the
e Mans winning D-types, the
Yirst prototype was built in 1956,
Yhe year after the awful accident
ot Le Mans that claimed more
than B0 lives, Tt was thowght that
‘a limit would be imposed on
ngine size, and so a smaller,
| lighter car was designed, to
dauble as a racer and a high-
performance road car
Mazterminded by Bill Heynes,
the E-type was designed by
Malcolm Sayer, a remarkable
man who uniquely used
whomplicated formulas to create
shapes in the way that computers
Ao today. Anticipating computer
wided design (Cad) by several
decaies, he claimed that the
F-type was the first production
car 1o be designed
mathentatical ! h" vn-.
. eminent acrodynamicist of his
day, hated to be called a stylist,
and yet he created one of the
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The mother of all rebuilds: 9600 HP is

Pictores: AMTHONT MARSHALL wd D0 PARMITLR
Lo 3

Rebirth: Bob Benry, left, sud
Pilip Parher with 9600 HP

most beautiful cars of all time.
Today manufacturers build
several hundred prototypes to
develop a new car. To develop
E-type, Jaguar had about
five. And one was 9600 HE: Built
in 1960, the car was mainly used
For high-speed testing; one of the
best places to do that was the

new and still quiet M1 motorway.

Jaguar was determined that
the E-type wouald be a ]50m|1h
car. The equally stunning XK120
of 1948 had proved to be the
fastest production car in the

world and Jaguar was used to
eaving the competition trailing.
But there was a problem. The
E-ype would not queite do
150mph. It would do 145, maybe
146, even at a push 147 or just
148, but not 150. The final 2mph
made an enormous difference in
terms of prestige, but proved
elusive as chief tester Norman
Dewis rushed around the Motor
Industry Research Association
{Mira) test track and up and
down the M1, Furthermore, with
the March launch date

approaching fast, alln|e
publicily mal d bee
printed...

Jaguar tried three different
engines in the first three months
of 1961, The car was lightened in
subtle ways, They Iried lowering
the suspension at the front. They
experimented with larger wheels
and racing tyres. [nthe end, in
desperation, they relied on what
‘we might term a warm engine —
and removed the front over-
riders. Well, they were worth
another Tmph!

In February and March, 9600
HF, which had been given the
title of press car, was loaned 1o
mast of the leading magazines
and newspapers for their
journalists to road-test alead of
the launch in Geneva. Owe of
thoge journalists was John
Langley, then a young reparier
on The Daily Tetegraph and later
to become l\[l)ltlnng
Ca L. He b

The first magazine to test 9600
HP was The Aulocar, which took
it abroad to oblain maxinsmn
speed lgures. Such speeds were
virtually unlieard of at that time,
and il toak
many adv
magic numbes y
mean speed of 150-4mph — was
finally recarded.

The car was then readicd for

and lias wrillea

unfaruellahlr experience

the lavnch in Swit atthe
Geueva Mutor Show
st it was delayed by Last winate
problems. Leaving the night

before, Jaguar PR man and
amateur racer Bob Berry had to
drive flat out from Coventry Lo
Geneva, arriving with just 20
wibnates (o spare. With Sir
Williain Lyons proudly standing
Ly his latest and most
sensational creation, 9600 HP
was shown 1o the world's press
in a Geneva park.

A600 FIP was subsequently in
virtwally every publication and
was available for any publicity
stunt. When London's first
autoaatic “car laundry™




