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TYPE-CAST: The F-Type clearly gets its looks from the E-Type

HERE GOMES BRIT’S
NEXT WORLD-BEATER

IT-will be three years yet bedore we see the
fuccessor o the E- and there's no
dnubt whare the F-Typs gets its looks freey
D on szl in Augest, 2003, the F-Type s
a sensational-looking motor that is bound
16 coase & mad shownsom scrambile.
Exryers will hive B choice of & 240Bho,
3dire W5 of @ mighty
4-litre W8, which will also be
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nstaking year-Jong rebuild that cost £100,000 and iook 3,000 hours of could give me. 1 just couldn't
'II:IWD'IDHI? !1 = idemtical o (ke brand new car that took the world  believe that anpone could be so sto-
hq_h! jBars age. pid as to let me actually drive the
Bn-pelsmulh' wtterly i blame for my bove of speed, T was  mhost famous car in the workd.

It was entitld “The body beawtiful jost got betier™ afid contmined referencs to &
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Anyway, just for a lsugh [ rang ap
Fiat to ﬂurnukruwwhm

And somehow, they persuaded me
Ehat [ cagghl bo drive oné - during
the same week as my elder son's

about 10 years old when a friend of
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ENGINE: 3,781 ce, DOHG, six- s truly g s

oyfinder in-ine, 3 ¥ 24ng Sl The Missan Skyline springs to
xind as a bit of white-knuckle job,
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MPG: Urbar: 17-18mpg; overall: Bigt here [ was, in a in
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%&m& 15-18, on type. feeling of excitement was far more
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Well drive it I did.

Aned a5 | stepped into the seat, [
couldet br'{ but remember the
words of N

mmbmlt 0 be given 8 dame
good thrashing And that's what
we're goleg todo”

Ha's mof gase, | thought, a8 [ set-
Elexd dioem,

First thing | noticed was that the
E-Type was not built for tal! people.
I'm oaly 5 Tin and even [ wanted
the seat pul back & notch, oaly it
was as far as it would go.

But J‘a_bf'had it sussed, apd the
adjastal steering wheel was
eaged back into the dashiboard, 5o [
wis reasonabile comiy

Worse sas when [ recched for
the safery belt. There aren’ anp

Believe me, that is ‘?n?l
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Still, turn on the lgnition, push
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and, oh, the noise.
The sousd of 1B twin alpipes
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is begping for it On the road, the
cluteh change ks long, and heavy, At
alow speeds the lack of power strer.
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a chore, but once you get an e
moving, that's what it's best at.

And move it will,

Up 1o Gdmph it feels rexsonably
qubck, bist not sensational. Bat once
you hit 4,000rpm it turns info an
sbsalate blast, all the way o
& 0rpm.

Al higher speeds you ¥ Appire
ciate the E- . 11 howls &l
Lo Hike n s busbness. And
youre well aware that thers’s
slacks left.

Alter all, this was the car that
Aubocsar magazine managed to get
150mph out of when ihey tested it
back in 1961, Om the M.

There were 8 couple of other
things that bathersd me. Like the
ancient Danlop cross-ply Syres that
Tollow every bamp in the road apd
drift like crazy as vou take a bend
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And the steering. There are two
ways to drive an origina E-Type
round corners.

Slow and posey. Or with your foot
nailed to the oor as you fight the

By, huge and thin wooden stear-
g w in a bid to prove who's
the boss,

Guess which I chose® Well, you
anly live cnce. It was at the er-aﬁm‘
my howr of tetal jor in the E-Typa,
howerer, that [ did discover one of
its failings,

Unlike modern cars, whose
| brakes actually improve as they get
baotter, the E-Type's tend to go €

cilher way. And coming into a sharp
bend doing Bmph, with not a ot
happening under your right foot, is
a kit Mﬁf

Especi arkeen
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Sull, T did jt, and 1 weuld do it
again. T would own this car, and
drive it every day, in any weather,
for any distance.

The E-Type was wonderful 40
years ago and it is still wonderfil
todar

ow whial will the F-Type be 1ike?
Well, theres only another three
FRars to wail to find out,

See v Yours,

Mr Smiley.
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IF you fancy buying an old E-Typa,

and even using 1t as your main car.

It needn't be as expensive, or as

worrying. as you may think.
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Mechanically, E-Types should still
b sound and won't give you moch
tronble. It's the condition of the
bady that's most important.

Lok for how well the pansls fe. I
thry"re not perfect. forget it. Watch
out, oo, for the mn?m&u.wk. It's
very expensive 0 replace.

quhrr check is 1o open the hon-
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CLASSIC WITHOUT TEARS

or lifting. Aleo, under the eogine
bay you should be sbie 1o grab a
cage of metal. Give that a good
shake, oo, and if i moves, or the

e Ve, vourve gob trowhile.

there are any signs of damp.
ness you must look elsewhens, so
16t np the carpets and feel carefislly
There's ane final check that is a
real bell-tale sign. Open’ the fller
cap and make sure averyihing loaks
right in the entire pres.
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E100,000 restoration “tha oaly
set-up inthe world




